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DETAILED ACTION 

This action is in response to the original filing of January 22, 2004. Claims 1-32 are 
pending and have been considered below. 

1. Examiner's Note. The Applicant appears to be attempting to invoke 35 U.S.C. 112 
6 th paragraph in Claims 10, 13, and 16-18 by using "means-plus-function" language. 
However, the Examiner notes that the only "means" for performing these cited functions 
in the specification appears to be computer program modules. While the claims pass 
the first test of the three-prong test used to determine invocation of paragraph 6, since 
no other specific structural limitations are disclosed in the specification, the claims do 
not meet the other tests of the three-prong test. Therefore, 35 U.S.C. 1 12 6 th paragraph 
has not been invoked when considering these claims below. 

Drawings 

2. The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(4) because 
reference characters "58", "71", and "17" have all been used to designate the 
dynamically linked library in the specification. Corrected drawing sheets in compliance 
with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of 
the application. Any amended replacement drawing sheet should include all of the 
figures appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is 
being amended. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an application 
must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" 
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pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .121 (d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the 
applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next Office 
action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

3. The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(4) because 
reference characters "180" and "182" have both been used to designate a display. 
Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1 .121(d) are required in reply to 
the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended replacement 
drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate prior version 
of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. Each drawing sheet submitted 
after the filing date of an application must be labeled in the top margin as either 
"Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are 
not accepted by the examiner, the applicant will be notified and informed of any required 
corrective action in the next Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held 
in abeyance. 

4. The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(4) because 
reference character "302" has been used to designate both a basic activity sharing 
check box and a history of document accesses sharing checkbox in the specification. 
Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1 .121(d) are required in reply to 
the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended replacement 
drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate prior version 
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of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. Each drawing sheet submitted 
after the filing date of an application must be labeled in the top margin as either 
"Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .121 (d). If the changes are 
not accepted by the examiner, the applicant will be notified and informed of any required 
corrective action in the next Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held 
in abeyance. 

5. The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(5) because 
they do not include the following reference sign(s) mentioned in the description: 561. 
Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1 .121(d) are required in reply to 
the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended replacement 
drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate prior version 
of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. Each drawing sheet submitted 
after the filing date of an application must be labeled in the top margin as either 
"Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .121(d). If the changes are 
not accepted by the examiner, the applicant will be notified and informed of any required 
corrective action in the next Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held 
in abeyance. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

6. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 



Application/Control Number: 10/762,731 



Art Unit: 2109 



Page 5 



Claim 29 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is directed to 
non-statutory subject matter. A carrier wave is a form of energy and does not fall within 
one of the four categories of patent eligible subject matter recited in 35 U.S.C. 101 
(process, machine, manufacture, or composition of matter). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

7. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

8. Claims 1-6, 10-15, 19-25, 28, and 29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Tang et al. (US 5,793,365): 

Claims 1, 10, 19, 28, and 29: Tang discloses a system and method providing a 
computer user interface enabling access to distributed workgroup members, further 
disclosing obtaining a plurality of user representations corresponding to respective one 
of a plurality of users with whom said selected remote user recently communicated 
(column 8, lines 40-45). But, Tang does not explicitly disclose that the plurality of user 
representations are presented in the order in which the user communicated with each 
user. However, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to present these representations in chronological order. 
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One would have been motivated to present the representations chronologically in order 
to determine the order of the recent collaborative activities of a remote user. 

Claims 2, 1 1 , and 20: Tang discloses a system and method providing a computer user 
interface enabling access to distributed workgroup members as in Claims 1,10, and 19 
above, further comprising: 

a. each of said plurality of user representations comprises an image of said 
corresponding one of said plurality of users with whom said selected remote user 
recently communicated (column 8, lines 40-45). 

Claims 3, 12, and 21 : Tang discloses a system and method providing a computer user 
interface enabling access to distributed workgroup members as in Claims 2, 1 1 , and 20 
above, further comprising: 

a. each of said plurality of user representations comprises an indication of a 
communication application used for communication between said one of said 
plurality of users and said selected remote user (column 8, lines 40-45). 

Claims 4, 13, and 22: Tang discloses a system and method providing a computer user 
interface enabling access to distributed workgroup members as in Claims 2,11, and 20 
above, further comprising obtaining a second plurality of user representations, each 
corresponding to a respective one of a plurality of users with whom a local user recently 
communicated, and displaying the representations simultaneously (column 5, lines 13- 
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43). But, Tang does not explicitly disclose that the plurality of user representations are 
presented in the order in which the user communicated with each user. However, it 
would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to present these representations in chronological order. One would have 
been motivated to present the representations chronologically in order to determine the 
order of the recent collaborative activities of a remote user. 

Claims 5, 14, and 23: Tang discloses a system and method providing a computer user 
interface enabling access to distributed workgroup members as in Claims 2, 11, and 20 
above, further comprising: 

a. each of said second plurality of user representations comprises an image of 
said corresponding one of said plurality of users with whom said local user 
communicated (column 8, lines 40-45) 

Claims 6, 15, and 24: Tang discloses a system and method providing a computer user 
interface enabling access to distributed workgroup members as in Claims 5, 14, and 23 
above, further comprising: 

a. each of said plurality of user representations comprises an indication of a 
communication application used for communication between said one of said 
plurality of users and said selected remote user (column 8, lines 40-45). 



Application/Control Number: 10/762,731 Page 8 

Art Unit: 2109 

9. Claims 7-9, 16-18, and 25-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Tang et al. (US 5,793,365) in view of Godefroid et al. (US 6,697,840). 

Claims 7, 16, and 25: Tang discloses a system and method providing a computer user 
interface enabling access to distributed workgroup members as in Claims 1, 10, and 19 
above, but does not explicitly disclose presenting an interface to said local user, 
wherein said interface enables said local user to specify that information regarding 
communication activities of said local user that are to be shared with remote users. 
Godefroid discloses a similar system for presence awareness in collaborative systems 
that further discloses controlling remote user access to private data (column 6, lines 12- 
19). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to specify whether the communication activities of a local 
user are allowed to be accessed by remote users. One would have been motivated to 
restrict access to information regarding their collaborative activities for privacy 
purposes. 

Claims 8, 17, and 26: Tang and Godefroid disclose a system and method providing a 
computer interface enabling access to distributed workgroup members as in Claims 1, 

10, and 19 above, and Godefroid further discloses allowing or disallowing queries 
regarding the recent collaborative activities of the user (column 6, lines 12-19). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to specify which communication activities of a local user are 
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allowed to be viewed by remote users. One would have been motivated to restrict 
access to information regarding their collaborative activities for privacy purposes. 

Claims 9, 18, and 27: Tang and Godefroid disclose a system and method providing a 
computer interface enabling access to distributed workgroup members as in Claims 1 , 
10, and 19 above, and Godefroid further discloses allowing or disallowing queries from 
specific users regarding the recent collaborative activities of the user (column 6, lines 
12-19). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to specify which users may be presented information 
regarding the communication activities of a local user. One would have been motivated 
to specify which users can view information regarding their collaborative activities for 
privacy purposes. 

Conclusion 

10. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Omar Abdul-Ali whose telephone number is 571-270- 
1694. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri(Altemate Fridays Off) 7:30 - 
5:00 EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James Myhre can be reached on 571-270-1065. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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